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Cabinet rejects 
clemency pleas of ‘Ring 

Road’ Shubha, lover
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ B e n g a l u r u

THE Karnataka Cabinet on Thursday re-
jected the clemency pleas of  Shubha Shanka-
ranarayana and D Arun Verma, who were 
sentenced to life imprisonment for the 2003 
murder of  B V Girish, Shubha’s fiance. 

The State Government will recommend 
to the Governor that their mercy petitions 
be rejected, Home Minister Priyank 
Kharge told reporters in Bengaluru after 
the Cabinet meeting.

Girish, 27, a software professional, was 
murdered on December 3, 2003, at a air-
craft viewing point on Intermediate Ring 
Road in Bengaluru. Shubha and Arun, 
along with their associates Venkatesh and 
Dinesh, were accused of  conspiring to kill 
Girish, whose marriage to Shubha had 
been arranged, so that she could marry 
Arun, with whom she was reportedly in a 
relationship. Girish had taken Shubha out 
for dinner that night and later drove her to 
a vantage point to watch aircraft move-
ments near HAL airport. 

TENSION AT TESS AFTER WOMAN 
STAFF’s DEATH; POLICE ON ALERT
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kolar

TENSION prevailed at Tata 
Electronics (TESS) in the Vem-
gal Industrial Hub near Kolar 
after a 23-year-old woman em-
ployee died following a medical 
emergency. Hundreds of  work-
ers staged a protest on Wednes-
day night, alleging negligence 
in providing medical treat-
ment. The police were placed 
on high alert, and additional 
forces were deployed to prevent 
any untoward incidents.

SP Kanika Sikriwal inter-
vened and addressed the pro-
testing workers, assuring them 
that legal action would be taken 
if  any negligence in treatment 
or other lapses were established. 
Following her assurance, the 
protesters called off  their agita-
tion and returned to work.

According to sources, Gundy 
Srimathi (23), a native of  Kur-
nool in Andhra Pradesh, com-
plained of  stomach pain in the 
company canteen around 8 pm 
on October 13. She was taken to 
the health centre at Tata Elec-
tronics, where she was given 
medication and advised rest.

However, when she com-
plained of  pain again, she was 
administered an injection and 
shifted to RL Jalappa Hospital 
for further treatment.

A source told The New Indian 
Express that Srimathi report-
edly complained of  chest pain 
around 1.15 am. Despite treat-
ment, she died at the hospital.

Her younger brother, Gundi 
Mahendra, lodged a complaint 

at Vemgal Police Station. Based 
on the complaint, the police 
registered an unnatural death 
report (UDR) and initiated an 
investigation. 

Sikriwal said Srimathi’s 
body was shifted to her native 
place after the post-mortem ex-
amination on October 14.

Following news of  her death, 
employees working the second 
shift, who were scheduled to fin-
ish work around 10 pm on 
Wednesday, gathered outside 
the factory. They alleged that 
negligence and inadequate med-
ical treatment had led to her 
death. A large number of  em-
ployees joined the protest, creat-
ing tension in the Vemgal Indus-
trial Hub. Acting swiftly, 
Sikriwal deployed additional 
police personnel to maintain 
law and order. She stayed on the 
premises and addressed the 
gathering, assuring the workers 
that the police would collect all 

evidence, including CCTV foot-
age, and await the Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory (FSL) report.

The SP further assured the 
protesters that a meeting with 
the company management 
would be arranged if  they 
wished to raise their grievanc-
es directly. Central Range In-
spector General of  Police 
Girish also visited the spot and 
gathered first-hand informa-
tion about the incident.

The protesters withdrew 
their agitation around 1 am on 
Thursday following the SP’s 
assurances.

It may be recalled that in De-
cember 2020, workers at anoth-
er private factory in the Vemgal 
Industrial Hub were reportedly 
involved in vandalism, result-
ing in property damage worth 
crores of  rupees. Several work-
ers were arrested and remand-
ed to judicial custody before be-
ing released a few days later.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Hassan

YOUTH should not limit them-
selves to seeking jobs instead 
become entrepreneurs and cre-
ate employment opportunities 
for others, Federation of  Kar-
nataka Chambers of  Commerce 
and Industry (FKCCI) director 
H A Kiran has said.

Speaking at a day-long na-
tional seminar on unlocking 
market opportunities, export 
promotion, artificial intelli-
gence (AI) and packaging, or-
ganised jointly by the MSME 
Development and Facilitation 

Office, the District Industries 
Centre, the Hassan District In-
dustries Association, the Dis-
trict Chamber of  Commerce 
and Industry, and the HTA In-
novation Foundation at Nand-
agokula Convention Hall in 
Hassan, Kiran emphasised that 
fostering an entrepreneurial 
spirit among young people was 
the need of  the hour. He also 
outlined a vision to transform 
Hassan into a hub for AI-based 
start-ups over the next five 
years by attracting large indus-
tries and prestigious institu-
tions to the district, thereby cre-

ating thousands of  employment 
opportunities. He said a condu-
cive environment should be 
created to attract global com-
panies such as IBM and Deloitte 
to establish operations in Has-

san. Developing quality infra-
structure and providing tech-
nical training to young people 
would be essential in achieving 
this goal, he added.

MSME-DFO director K Devar-
aj, District Industries Centre joint 
director V Umesh, MSME deputy 
director A Shivakumar, HDCCI 
president M Dhanapal, Laghu 
Udyog Bharati president Shiv-
anand and others were present.

Meanwhile, FKCCI members 
felicitated Srinivasamurthy, a 
development officer of  the Kar-
nataka Industrial Areas Devel-
opment Board (KIADB).

SP Kanika Sikriwal addresses the Tata Electronics employees to withdraw their 
protest on Wednesday night |  EXPRESS

‘Youth must become entrepreneurs, create jobs’

Members of FKCCI honour KIADB 
development officer Srinivasamurthy  
in Hassan |  EXPRESS

The Hassan district administration has taken serious note of a large collection of voter ID cards, Aadhaars, 
PAN cards and driving licences found abandoned near Srigandha Lodge on the Bengaluru–Mangaluru 
National Highway in Sakleshpur town. Following the directions of Deputy Commissioner K S Latha Kumari, 
Sakleshpur assistant commissioner Hullumani Thimmanna ordered an investigation into the incident
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ONCE A NEW 
TECHNOLOGY 

ROLLS OVER YOU, 
IF YOU’RE NOT 

PART  
OF THE 

STEAMROLLER, 
YOU’RE PART  
OF THE ROAD


